From: Emma Korntheuer

To: Kolman, Joe
Subject: [EXTERNAL] HJ27 CD Funding
Date: Tuesday, August 23, 2022 8:41:03 AM

Letter of Support for HJ27 CD Funding
Legislature of the Great State of Montana,

Since arriving in Hill County I've received countless stories, reminiscing from
community and board members telling me what our conservation district used to do.
Educational and community events, river cleanups, nature trail infrastructure, water testing,
range improvements and so much more. Once upon a time the conservation district office
was able to attract and keep motivated administrators, but now it can’t even offer a singular
employee a living wage at three quarters time. The lack of full time hours and non-
competitive wage has resulted in incredibly high turnover and periods of this post being
completely unstaffed, unable to fulfill their duties to our community.

Our sparsely populated county is lower income and historically underserved. Our
producers toil for the proud mission of feeding our country, but often feel forgotten and left
behind even by their own state. Higher income counties are able to provide their residents
with a wide variety of programs and services while our abilities are greatly limited even
though our area is in high need. North-central Montana is gripped by drought, our soils
crusted or blown away, our bad years far outweighing the good, our herds, our very
investments, sold off because there’s nothing for them to eat.

While better conservation district funding cannot summon the rains we so
desperately need, it can help us support our producers, our community. The capacity for
stock water development and cost shares for sustainable practices would go a long way.
Stable staffing would allow for us to fix the infrastructure leading to our public spaces, and
update our educational materials.

Sincerely,

Emma Korntheuer
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n information from Chart 1 ve) incl in Chart 2 (below):

The total funds needed for increased conservation district operational funding shown above in (Chart 1 - Line 60)

were then included in the budget line for Conservation District Operational Funding shown below in (Chart 2 - Line 10).




Chart 2: Conservation District Account Budget and Proposed increases
This chart shows the current budget for the Conservation District Account within DNRC alongside proposals for increased

CD operational funding to an $80k operational budget and $100k operational budget for districts with varying levels of
project, coordination, and river council funding.

Line Current CD $80k
Expenditure Account Budget Budget
1 10XX Director's Office-Financial Services 16,893 16,893 16,893
2 3003 CDB Operations* 670,697 670,697 670,697
3 3003 CDB Operations (RST) 25,589 25,589 25,589
4 3005 DNRC Conservation Dist Project Grants 162,869 635,000 400,000
5 3007 DNRC Envirothon 35,000 35,000 35,000
6 3010C DNRC 310 Projects-Technical Assistance 10,000 10,000 10,000
7 3010G |DNRC 310 Projects-Grants 250,000 250,000 250,000
8 3015 DNRC Saline Seep-MT Salinity Control Assoc. 273,000 273,000 273,000
9 3018 Federal Match 5,000 5,000 5,000
10 3019 DNRC Cons. Dist. Operational Funding 548,000 2,727,490 3,698,000
11 3021 DNRC Pollinator Grant 50,000 50,000 50,000
12 3030 CD Additional Grants 200,000 200,000 200,000
13 3044 Milk River Watershed 35,000 35,000 35,000
14 3045 Grass Conservation Commission 30,616 30,616 30,616
15 3046 DNRC Sheridan CCD (Groundwater) 33,000 33,000 33,000
16 3047 DNRC Yellowstone Council* 110,400 150,000 150,000
17 3048 DNRC Missouri River Council* 110,400 150,000 150,000
18 3201 CARDD Administration 149,755 149,755 149,755
19 3202 CARDD Finance 187,678 187,678 187,678
20 3203 Admin Unallocated 44,483 44,483 44,483
21 3205F Admin Fixed Costs 115,115 115,115 115,115
DNRC Renewable Resources CD Grant
22 3403 Admin. (RST) 23,572 23,572 23,572
23 New Statewide coordination & direct services** N/A 200,000 200,000
24 Total Expenditures $3,070,174 $6,000,995 $6,736,505

*Consideration should be given to using some of the proposed funding increases for the CD River Councils and DNRC Staff to support
increased district activity. **This would provide funding for statewide coordination and direct services for conservation districts
(grant writing and program development support, increased event support and coordination, etc. provided through MACD).

Any remaining funds can be used for special projects, such as increased conservation district capacity to assist with natural
disasters (For Example, conservation districts have been assisting with 2022 flood recovery by supporting landowners and sponsoring

federal grants; Conservation districts helped coordinate restoration efforts following the 2017 fires in Eastern MT, etc.)
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From: Marcus Strange

To: Kolman, Joe
Subject: [EXTERNAL] HJ27 CD Funding
Date: Wednesday, August 24, 2022 3:57:11 PM

Attachments: August 2022 EQC Comments - CD Funding Bill Draft.pdf

Mr. Kolman,

Please find comments from MWF on the HJ CD Funding. Please let me know if you have any
questions.

Cheers!

Marcus Strange (He/Him)

Director of State Policy and Government
Relations
Montana Wildlife Federation

(406) 916-2585

mstrange@mtwf.org

www.montanawildlife.org
[montanawildlife.org]

PO Box 1175, Helena, MT, 59624

Become a Wildlife Advocate

[montanawildlife.org]

| gratefully acknowledge | live, work, hunt, fish, and grow in the homeland of

the Niitsitpiis-stahkoii and Salish Kootenai. Visit https://native-land.ca/ [native-land.ca] to

learn more about the Indigenous land where you live.
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MONTANA WILDLIFE

Protecting Montana's wildlife, land, waters, and
hunting & fishing heritage for future generations.

24 August 2022

Montana Wildlife Federation
40 West Lawrence Street

PO Box 1175

Helena, MT 59624

Montana Environmental Quality Council
PO Box 201706
Helena, MT 59620

Re: HJ 27 Conservation District Funding

Chair Lang and council members,

The Montana Wildlife Federation (MWF) is the state’s largest hunter and angler advocacy organization
consisting of thousands of Montanans who value sound fish and wildlife management and Montana’s
storied hunting and outdoor legacy. Together with our nineteen (19) affiliated clubs, we ensure that
wildlife conservation dollars and efforts are efficiently spent on wildlife-related activities, promote the
best available science in managing our state’s public resources, and work to safeguard our hunting,
angling, and outdoor heritage. Our mountains, forests, prairies, plains, rivers, and streams are some of
the most cherished outdoor resources in Montana. For this reason, we are grateful to be able to
comment on HJ 27 Conservation District Funding.

Conservation Districts have been one of our best conservation programs for decades. Made up of 58
districts, these districts have the ability to do critical conservation work of soil, water, wildlife, and
public and private lands, improve the tax base, and serve the best interests of the Montanans in the
designated area. Sadly, these districts are continually underfunded, and the current coal severance
funding continues to shrink yearly. We need to look to the future and find new and innovative
methods to sustainably fund Conservation Districts into the future.

With a robust revenue from the recreational sales tax of cannabis, we have an excellent opportunity to
fully fund these districts without impacting other conservation funding sources that are stretched thin.
MWEF supports the allocation of tax revenue from the sales tax of cannabis to fund Conservation
Districts, provided that it is taken from the cannabis tax revenue surplus and does not impact other
previously established allocations as outlined in HB 701.

PO Box 1175 Helena, Montana 59624 |:406-458-0227! e:mwf@mtwf.org ! montanawildlife.org





We are grateful for the proactive approach the Council is taking to fund one of our best conservation
tools. This is a unique opportunity before us to be visionary in managing our public resources. MWF
strongly recommends the Council move forward with the draft you currently have before you. Please
do not hesitate to reach out if we can be of assistance in any way.

Sincerely,

Marcus Strange
Director of State Policy and Government Relations
Montana Wildlife Federation

PO Box 1175 Helena, Montana 59624 t: 406.458.0227 e: mwf@mtwf.org montanawildlife.org
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From: donotreply@mt.gov

To: LEG Cmte-EQCcomment
Subject: Public Comment for EQC
Date: Wednesday, August 24, 2022 6:34:25 PM

Public Comments for the Environmental
Quality Council

Date: 24th August 2022 18:34

First Name:
Meagher County

Last Name:
Conservation District

Email Address:
meaghercocd@mtintouch.net

Subject:
Conservation District Funding

Comment:

Meagher County Conservation District fully supports the draft bill to increase funding in the
Conservation District account to $6 million. Currently our District operates on income from
County mills (about $9,000) and an administrative grant through DNRC (amount varies by
year). Together these almost make up enough funds for one part time employee. Operational
funding outside of our county mills amount is an absolute necessity for basic district
operations. Additional funding would allow our District to better serve our county with more
opportunities for on the ground conservation projects and educational events. We are aware
the funding shortage from the Coal Severance Tax is being supplemented by the General
Fund, which is not a permanent solution. A long term/permanent funding solution would
greatly benefit our Conservation District. Thank you for your time in working on this issue.

Sent via leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/eqc/public-comments-eqc/
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From: donotreply@mt.gov

To: LEG Cmte-EQCcomment
Subject: Public Comment for EQC
Date: Wednesday, August 24, 2022 4:34:43 PM

Public Comments for the Environmental
Quality Council

Date: 24th August 2022 16:34

First Name:
Julie

Last Name:
Goss

Email Address:
richlanded@gmail.com

Subject:
Increased funding for Conservation Districts

Comment:

Richland County Conservation District Supports the draft bill to increase funding for
conservation districts to $6 Million dollars. This funding would allow our district to monitor
an aquifer in our county that has shown great potential for irrigation. Development of the
aquifer has rapidly occurred and finding the funding to continually monitor it is a huge burden
for our district. Conservation Districts need a stable, long-term funding so projects can be
completed timely and efficiently. Not piece together using whatever funding or program that
can be found to limp the project along. We serve as the local hub for conservation. We are
usually the first in line when a disaster hits, or an issue arises. We are mandated by state law to
handle specific duties, that we may not be able to adequately do because of lake of funding.
Every conservation district is its own unique entity, usually a one person office trying to do
the best job we can on a limited budget. An increase in funding would help stabilize the
constant turn over in staff, assist districts with the means to fund projects or additional staff to
help complete projects, build community capacity and assist when the need arises not months
or years later when funding is secured or becomes available. Although our district has
moderate income for a conservation district at about $45,000 per year, I would challenge other
government entities to conduct business with that mere amount of income. Our administrator
has over 20 years experience her wages do not reflect the years of commitment to
conservation that a state employee would be receiving for less experience. If a supervisor is on
a special board, River Council, Rural water Representative, etc travel is sometimes at their
own expense. Conservation districts have always been the best bang for your buck in
conservation, but with the increased cost of just doing normal business and the demands on the
districts, conservation districts need this increase in funding to continue to do the good work
they are known to achieve for Montana's natural resources. We support this draft bill to
increase funds for conservation districts to continue their mission now and into the future for


mailto:donotreply@mt.gov
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the state of Montana.

Sent via leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/eqc/public-comments-eqc/
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From: donotreply@mt.gov

To: LEG Cmte-EQCcomment
Subject: Public Comment for EQC
Date: Wednesday, August 24, 2022 4:34:39 PM

Public Comments for the Environmental
Quality Council

Date: 24th August 2022 16:34

First Name:
Gary

Last Name:
Giem

Email Address:
giem(@3rivers.net

Subject:
Increased funding for Conservation Districts

Comment:

I am Chairman for the Ruby Valley Conservation District. our District supports the draft bill to
increase funding for Conservation Districts to Six million dollars. Our district as well many
others in the state struggle to fund our operations. Funding employee's wages is getting more
difficult as payroll costs increased. Conservation Districts provide ground up conservation as
well as administering the 310 law. A stable source of revenue will make it easier for the
districts to plan and develop new conservation projects.

Sent via leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/eqc/public-comments-eqc/
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